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Word Power

• A person’s success in any field is closely 
related to his or her vocabulary and 
language skills.



Roots:
A Key to Word Power

• Analyze and understand how words are put 
together.

• Recognize the building blocks with which 
words are made.

• Notice that words are actually made up of 
related or identical parts that you already 
know.



Salary

• salaries
(Roman soldiers were given a special allowance to buy 

their own salt)

• salaried 
(paying or receiving a salary)

• sal (Latin) = salt
– salads we put salt on
– salami salted spiced meat
– saline water or soil containing salt



vit- or viv-

• revive, vitamin, viviparous, vital, vivacious, 
vivid

• vit- or viv- (Latin) 
= life or to live

• re (prefix)
• al, amin, acious (suffix)



revive

• re = again + viv = to live
to live again or make live again
to bring back to life, strength, health, or 

consciousness

• The lifeguard revived the man by artificial 
respiration.

• After a hard day’s work, a hot meal revived him.



vital

• vit (life) + -al (pertaining to, full of )
Pertaining to life, full of life

• Oxygen in vital to all animals.
• She is a happy, vital person.



vitamin

• vit- (life) + -amin (amine, organic chemical 
compound)
An organic substance found in most food 
stuff that is necessary to normal life 
functions in man and animals.

• Vitamin C, found in citrus fruits, prevents 
scurvy.



vivacious

• viv- (to live) + -acious (abounding in, given 
to)
full of life, lively, active

• The young actress was charming and 
vivacious.



vivid

• viv- (to live) + -id (have a certain quality)
having the quality of life, lively, not dull

• The boy has a vivid imagination.
• Dicken’s novels are full of vivid 

characterizations.



viviparous

• viv- (to live) + par- (to bring forth) + -ous 
(given  to, characterized by)
characterized by giving birth to live 
offspring (as opposed to laying or hatching 
eggs)

• Man and most other animals are viviparous.
• Chickens are not viviparous.



Keep building

• revival
• vitality
• survivor
• survival
• vital organs



acu-, acr-

• acrid, acrimony, acuity, acumen, acute
• acu- or acr- (Latin) = sharp
• -id, mony, ity (suffix)



acrimony

• Acr- (sharp) + -mony (quality of being)
sharpness of speech or temper

• Our quarrel was full of acrimony.
• Their discussion turned into an acrimonious 

debate.



acuity

• acu- (sharp) + -ity (state, condition, or 
quality of being)
the state or condition of being sharp 
(applied to mind or senses)

• The professor has great mental acuity.



acumen

• acumen (sharpness of mind, intelligence)

• Johnny has shown great acumen in his 
schoolwork.



acute
• acute (to sharpen)

sharp, coming to a sharp point, reaching a crisis, 
critical, keen, intense, violent

• An acute angle is an angle of less than 90 degrees.
• He is suffering from acute appendicitis.
• The food shortage in India is becoming acute.
• The boy has a quick, acute mind.
• His toothache was causing acute pain.



ag-, act-

• agenda, agent, agile, active, actor, actual, 
enact.

• ag-, act (Latin) = to do, drive
• -ent, -ile, -or, -ual (suffix)
• en- (prefix)



agenda

• agenda (a list of things to be done, a list of 
things to be discussed or decided upon)

• There were three items on the agenda for 
the business meeting.



agent
• ag- (to do) + -ent (a person who)

a person who does something, works for or 
represents an individual, company, or 
government bureau.

• He is an FBI agent.
• Does the actor have a press agent?
• She works for an employment agency.



agile
• ag- (to do) + ile (pertaining to, like, having 

the character or quality of)
having the quality of doing or acting, or 
able to do or move quickly and easily.

• Charles is agile and athletic.
• The quarterback had remarkable agility.



active
• act- (to do) + -ive (inclined to, tending to, 

having the character or quality of)
inclined to action, working, busy, lively

• She leads an active social life.
• This is an active volcano.
• Can you activate this machine?



actor
• act- (to do) + -or (a person or a thing that 

performs an action)
a person who acts

• My son was an actor in the struggle, not an 
onlooker.

• He was an actor in the play.



actual
• actus (a doing)
• act- (to do) + -al (pertaining to, 

characterized by)
pertaining to something that is in action or 
in existence now, existing, real.

• What were his actual words?
• What did he actually say?



enact
• en- (to make, cause to be) + -act (to do)

to cause to be done, to make into a law

• The Senate enacted a bill against air 
pollution.

• The Senate’s enactment of the air-pollution 
bill goes into effect today.



acrid

• acr- (sharp) + -id (having a particular 
quality) 
Having a sharp quality in taste or smell; 
bitter or burning to the senses

• The acrid smoke hurt out eyes.
• The acridity of smoke made our eyes water.



Keep building

• inactive
• transact
• interact
• react


















